EY >= 


—_ 


— 


To Mr. ISRAEL HOLLY. 


Lo 


Dear Sir, 


OUR piece which was printed laſt fall, af : 


New-London, entitled © The New-Teſta- 
«© ment interpretation of the Old, relative to in- 
« fant baptiſm, —written. letter-wiſe .. to. Mr. 


&« [aac Backus, occaſtoned by his late.anſwer t0-. 


« Mr: F—'s * letter,” has further. confirmed me 
in, a ſentiment which I adopted many years-ago, 
VIz.. That a very great part of the controver- 
lies, among good men, are cauled by their- mil- 
taking each others ideas. | But there, are 10 ma- 


ny things in our dark world ſtill to keep them in - 


_ theſe miſtakes, that nature 1s. ready to ſay,. *tis 
in vain to make any further attempts to! rectify 


them. Yet other conſiderations /haye induced 


me-to- make another ſhort trial, to ſhew .you 
wherein you have - mittaken_. the . ſcriptures, .as 
well as the ideas of your friend, concerning bap- 
tiim, | & 
- You tell me, that the thing. which. moved. you 
to write againſt me; was my holding forth, *'T hat 
* 4n order to maintain - infant -baptimg. you con- 
© ſtruc and interpret the New- Leſtament by: the 
* Old, and not the Old bythe New,” p..,4.. Which 
you think 1s contrary to fact with regard to your- 
+58 | lelf, 


® Mr. Ebenezer F rathingham, of Middletown in Connedticut, 
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4 A Reply to My.” Holly, 


ſelf, and you ſuppoſe that if we were willing to 
receive the New-Teſtament interpretation of the | 
Old, we alſo ſhould ſee warrant for that practice ; 
and you cloſe with giving public notice” to me 
_ and others, that if we ſhould pretend to anſwer 
you and not attend dire&ly to your ground-work, 
you ſhould probably look upon it ſo impertinent 
as not to be worthy of a reply, P. 71. I rea- 
dily join iſſue with yqa here, and deſire that all 
impertinences may be diſmiſſed from this diſpute. 
Let then the New-Teſtament interpretation 

of the Old be the ground-work of all our pro- 
OS and how do you take that? Why, in 

" general you ſay, © There was a ſpiritual glory 
© then in being, although veiled with a.rype ; 
*< there was then the ſame ſpiritual good under 
* the type, that there 1s now without the type. 
* And all who did not ſtick in the letter, ſaw that 
* ſpiritual gory, and embraced that ſpiritual 
* good,* P. 7,'8: 1 ſay the fame with all my 
heart. You obſerve that the covenant of legal 
ſervices and ceremonies, confidered:in themſelves, 
were weak and inſufficiem to juſtify and fave 
thoſe who attended them, unleſs they by faith 
looked to the end of thoſe things which were to 
be aboliſhed; and that the ad Jews, who had 
no true faith to apprehend Chriſt in Abraham's 
Covenant, nor Chriſt as the Tubſtance of thoſe. 
ſhadows, they terminated in the ſhadow inſtead 
of the ſubſtance, to their own deſtruttion, P. 2 3: 


a Yoo Ca TETY "age: 


upon Baptiſm. 5* 


And you illuſtrate thedifference between the right 
uſe of thoſe things, and the Jews abuſe of them, 


by Paul's familiar #//zg 
the free, P. 31,---34: This was the ſubject of.my 
ſermon, which, in its ſecond edition, ſtands pre- 
fixed to what I wrote to Mr. F.. and which I &x- 
preſsly refer to, as what I deſigned ſhould be 
part of my anſwer to him, P. 80, And how came 

, Sir, to write above ſeventy pages in his be- 
half and never take any notice of that ſermon, 
nor let the reader know that I agree with you in 
all theſe ſentiments ? Indeed I am as far as you 


are from ſuppoſing that a man, who wnites againſt 


another, is obliged to take notice of every thing 


the other hath ſaid; yet for him to commence a 


diſpute, and then recite a great number of truths, 
which his opponent -bolds as much as he: does, 
without letting the reader know but that he de- 
nies them all; this you and all men muſt know is 
not fair dealing, EP 
And now to come to the point in hand, you 
obſerve that in Gen. 17. * Circumciſion wasanſti- 
* tuted, and direCtions given for forming Abra- 
* ham's family into a church-ſtate:---Certain du- 
*. ties and privileges were annexed,---which were 
* thankfully to be acknowleged and: punctually 
* complied rablh unnl God fl 
* thereto more rites and ceremonies, or .take 


* tliem all away, which. were meerly poſitive, 


* and appoint new ones at his. pleaſure,” P.:g. 10. 


Theſe 


ory of the bond-woman and ' | 


ould pleaſe to add 
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6 A Reply 'to' Mr; Holly 


Theſe have long been the ſentiments of my heart. 
-» And you allow: that if the words in Heb. 8. g. 
10. had run in oppoſition to Abraham's cove- 
nagt, you would-treely give up the point to me, 
P.-21. Why then do you ſtand ftill to diſpute? 
Becauſe you ſay, ** The words of inſpiration'run 
« quite another way, even to Egypt and Mount 
« Sinatz therefore take notice of them again. 
« I will make a new covenant, not according to 
«* the covenant 1 made with" their fathers. But 
« when? 1 the DAY TI took them by the band to 
* lead them out of the land of Egypt,” p. 22. 

'. Anſwer. | have often taken notice of this, and 
I deſire you- to do it once more. That was the 
DAY in which God added more rites and cere- 
monies-to Abraham's covenant. He inſtituted 
the paſiover, with its various rules, and ſaid 
every man ſervant that ts bought | for © money, 
Warn thou haſt circumciſed him, Tarn fball be 
eas thereof. All the Congregation "of Iſrael fhall 
keep it. * Allo on that day, and not till then, he 
gave orders for bringing ſtrangers, 'and all their 
males, both to circumcifion and the paſfover, 
Exod. *n, 43-48. And when the whole ſyſtem 
of -ordinances and ceremonies were completed 
- for that church inthe wilderneſs, and the cove- 
nant was renewed with the whole nation, (many 


. of whom had not-eyes #0-/ce, nor» ears 10 hear ) quit | 


before they entered -Canaan, it was to eſtabliſh 


them for a people unto himſelf, and that he might 
be 
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upon. Baptifin.. 7, 


be unto them a God, AS he had —_—_— _ 
father Abraham, Deut. xxix, 4—13- 
what was done when they came out wy 2 ct 
! Sinai, and in 'the plains ne of Mob was TF 
\ * completing of that conſtitution which firſt 
4 gan in Gen. xvii; and a literal fulfilment of. that 
promiſe to Abraham, ./ will be a God to thee, and; 
ta thy ſeed after thee. And ſince: the Holy: - 
Ghoſt ſays, the new covenant: 1s xot according tor . 
that covenant made; with their fathers, how, do 
you dare to ſay, © The gentile church-is-grafted 
« into the ſame covenant—as the Jewiſh church: 
| ** once ſtood in!” p..50. 

L am ſenſible that this is the root-of the con- 
troverſy, and you obſerve truly, that. one blow 
at the root of a tree of vile ras, would do as 
much good as many againlt the branches, p. 52, 


ſtriking. againft the rock, you will find- it much 
worſe than loſt labour... You know that-infans 
baptiſm is not expreſſed in-the Bibles but you! 
ſuppoſe that when- the head of a family believed, 
and was baptized, that he afteryards brought his 


houſhold upon his faith, and this is the root your: | 


cauſe-ſtands upon; but the' plaineft precepr for 


a new profeſſor of religion, to bring his houſhold- 


into the church upon. his faith, that we -have'in 
all the ſacred oracles, was given on the-day that 


| Iſrael came out of Egypt ; and-lince: the Lord +. 
 - lays, his new covenant..is not according 10 that 


COvVeEnanr 
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But if inſtead of a- vile root you ſhould be-found- | 7 | 
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8 A Reply to Mr. Holly, 


covenant, and the main point of difference which 
he deſcribes is, that al/ who are in the new co- 
venant ſhall know him, from the leaſt to the great- 
eft, is it not ſurpriſing that you ſtand where you 
do? © 

However, ſince you are fo kind as to tell us 
what you think nals our miſtake, I have a no- 
tion of making a little attempt to requite my 
friend in the ſame way. | 

1. You ſuppoſe that we had taken our prin- 
ciples upon tradition, and when we came ſenoul- 
ly to ſearch the ſcriptures, we never took the 


ideas belonging to the words there uſed, p. 5. I 


return the compliment ; for, as the phtlaſopty and 
vain deceit, after the traditions of men, which the 
Coloftians were warned againſt, were attempts to 
ſubje& them to ordinances, which by thoſe means 
were drawn from the handwriting-which Chriſt 
had blotted ont, and taken out of the way :- Col. 
2, 8, 14*--22. S0o1 think it 1s evident that you 
have not got ſo clear of thoſe traditions as you 
imagine you have. My attempt to explain thoſe 
ambiguous terms, which that deceitful philoſo- 
phy invented, and which tradition and not ſcrip- 
ture has handed down to us, viz. of Abraham's 
covenant being the covenant of Grace, and that 
believers now are in the ſame covenant, - has car- 
ned your mind away into ſuch treatment of your 
brethren, as would ſhock you in other affairs. 


Mr. F. had laid thoſe ambiguous terms as the 


toundation 


— 


* 
> - > - Can. 


upon Bapiiſm. 9 


foundation. of his diſcourſe; and I obſerved, that 
in order to ſettle this matter it_was needtul to 
ex lein what we mcant... by them, and faid, * I 

« fully concur with Mr, F. that © ſince Ada, 
: ps firſt natural head fell from the covenant 
© which he was placed in, the tenor of which 
© was,. do and live; tranſer, {5 and die ; the Moſt 
* "High has never come ty commune with. any 
© of the race of Adam, nor to offer ood to 
* them, but only in the ſecond head, the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriff.” * And if by covenant of grace, 
* we mean the glorious plan of ſalyation, which 
* was laid in the divine mind trom eternity, and 
* was diſcovered at ſundry times, and 1n_ drvers 
* manners t9 the fathers in. the Old-Teltament, 
* and is brought in clear hght.in the New; and 
«that one of thole divers manners was by Abra- 
* bham's covenant :- In this we have no difference. 
* But if by covenant of grace, he means the con- 


© fitution and limits of the Jewiſh church, which. 


© deſcended in the line of naturg/ generation, tak: 
* ing-in with the, parents. all. their natural off- 
* ſpring, which-is evidently his. meaning; .1n. this 
© 'F cannot concur with him for theſe_reaſons.” 
One of which is, becauſe, © The tenor, of Abra- 
« ham's covenant enjoined. conditions, . and 
« works to be performed by men; the negle& 
«© of which expoſed them to be cx off from their 

Ws becauſe they had broken that covenant, 
"Gent. 17. T4. therefore the lecter of it was, ** do 
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A Reply te Mr. Holly, 


&« and live; and the reaſon here given for ſetting 
« of it aſide 1s, becquſe they continued not in it, 
« and 1 wvegarded them not, ſaith the Lord: But 
'& the tenor of the new covenant is, I will be to 
« them a God, and they ſpall be to me a people, 
« Heb. 8. 9. 10.” P. 52—54. of my book 
« theſe are my words; bur you pick out a few 
« of them, without either of theſe texts of ſcrip- 
* ture, and then ſay; * TI don't know what you 
&« really think Abraham's covenant was. Mr. F, 
«ſaid it was tbe covenant of grace, but.you op- 
- © poſe him in that, and mean to contradict 
<him,” p. 11. And fo becauſe] oppole that's 
being called/The covenant of Grace, which per- 
ſons come into by natural generation (for in no 
other ſenſe did T oppoſe him) I ſay, becauſe 1 
oppoſe that language of tradition, you go on to 
declare me, and my brethren through me, to. be 
. fo hetredow as to pretend, « That the Sinai dil- 
<« penſation was given of God, as the covenant 
« of works, and that the. Jewiſh church was 
* formed by God upon the covenant. of works, 
6c ant circumciſion inſtituted of God as the ſeal ® 
« of the covenant of works,” *P. 25, And you 
g0 ſo far as to ſay that, & according to the bap- 
« tiſts, the true,church never had exiſtence un- 
« til the goſpel day,” p. 45. with a great deal 

| | {> more 


—_—_ A. — 
— I EI m— — 


* '* Herenote that in my 53, page, it was by miſtake print- 
& al; whtere 1th Jeae AO 


A 
©. 


upon Baptiſt. II 


more of like nature ; which are as real breach- 
es of the ninth commandmEnt, as 'were ever ut- 
tered by man; and which appears more ſurpril- 
ing from you, ſince you own that the apoſtle, in 
the Hebrews, © uſes the words covenant and tef- 
* tament, as terms ſynonimous; and therefore 
< 15 not there diltinguiſhing fo directly berwee 

* the covenant of works and: the covenant . 

* grace, as he is between the Old and New- 
«© Teſtament diſpenſations, P. 23.” If fo, then 
how came you to abuſe your brethren as, you 


A 


have done, - only becauſe they oppole. the lan- 


guage that aſſerts, that both the Old and New- 
Teſtament church are 1n. the /ame covenant! 
How did it grieve my heart, to {ce you thus car- 
ried away with tradition, .to yiolate divine rule ! 

2. You ſuppoſe we nuſtake 1n not diſtinguiſh- 
ing between the externg] adtiniſtration of the 
covenant, and. its internal efficacy, P..41. But 
how do.you prove it ? You make much of Rom. 
4. 11.. but ſay of vs. that we © ſeem. to. be as 
«& much afraid to have this text held up before 
&« ys, as we would beof a loaded cannon; and fay, 
&« T neyer yet was able to obtain a rational an- 
# iſwer,” p. 37. To which I ſhall ſay, that nei- 
ther my courage nor reaſon have at all fled at the 
ſight of this texr, ſo but that I ſhall come 16 


near as to take your own dialect, fince you. can't 


underſtand ours. I take it that Pau! there ſpeaks 
of the internal efficacy of the covenant on Abra- 
bam's 
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12 A Reply to Mr. Holly 


bam's heart. You agree with we that circum- 
_ Cilion was a type of Chniſt's death,” and of 'an 
inward change, p. 48. 29. \\ ell, Abrabam had 
expe: 1cnced rhe internal efficacy ut theſe things 
before rirenmifion was aprNinted; therevare 1t 
Was a eel WNMm the j64iw Wh ich be bad, yet be- 
ing uncircumciſed, that he might be the ſather of 
ail them that believe, whether circum cnet or not: 
From whence the apoſtle argues againſt the con- 
tinuance of thoſe + types, now the antitype 1s 
come. But what: a poor figure does his argu- 
ment make, in the dreſs men would now put it 
into? To ſay, © The covenant of which circum- 
© cilion was a /fien, is the ſame to all Abraham's 
* ſpiritual ſeed, as it was to his natzre/ polterity.:” 
hat argument could be Itronger to prove that 
all his ſpiritual feed ought to circumeiſe their 
children! The very principle which the Apoſtle 
was there oppoſing with all his might! _ 
Circumciſion was a fign or tcken of the cove- 
nant which conſtituted the Jewiſh church, and 
it 1s never called a ſeal to them in all the bible, 
but it was a ſeal to Abraham of the faith, which 
he before had in the promiſe of Chriſt, and of 
ſalvation through him, both to Jews and Gen- 
tiles; which promiſe was given him in Ger. 12. 
3. and 15. 5; 6. to which places all the apoſte's 
arguments in Rom. 4. and Gal. 3. exprelsly re- 
fer, and not to Ger. 17. as you imagine. And 
if you ſearch-chronology, you will find it tip") 
Y, 


; Apa BRanithm, -E 15 


ly. 1. not univerſally, agreed. to by the learned, . 
t::at the 4.30 years, which. the apoſtle mentions, 
is to be reckoned from Abraham's firit call out 
of his own country, . when the promiſe was given 
him of being heir of. the wwor/d,, which promile * 
was not through. the. law, but, through Chritt = 
and his. righteouſneſs, Rom. 4.'t3.. Gol. 3.145% * 
17... Now, after; his juſtification by. faith. in this 
PRs he went and took. the. bond-woman,. and 
ad a fon by her, who was. 14 - years. old when 
circumciſion was inſtituted, and: he. was the firſt 
of Abraham's ſeed thatipartook of. it,. which we 
have ſcen was an allegory. ot; the gewith covenant, 
in, diſtinction from that which, the golpet-church 
is 1n, Gal. 4. 24- | 
3. You lay, * The baptiſts don't diſtinguiſh 


« between the true. nature, and right 1umprove- * - 


« ment of the ceremonial inſtitutions, and: how 
& the Jews in general did improve them, P.,4T: 
But thou that teacheſt others, teacheſt thou not 
thyſclf? The conſtitution and: ordinances: of the 
Jewiſh church were ſhadows of good. things..to 


| come, and Abraham's firit fon that was circum- 


ciſed, being born. only by. ordinary generation, 
and the other by ſupernatural power, of parents 
as good as dead, according to promiſe, . were 

of the. difference, between ; the children. of his 
fleſh, and the ele ; and it is. expreſsly among;the | 
eleflion of grace that believing gentiles are grafted 


in, Rom. 9.8, and 11. 5. 17. and this gratuing, | 
| 


- 
> 


- dow and the ſabſtance,- and the true diſtinftion 


- fairhof Jeſus Chriſt 


14 . A Reply to My. Holly, 


it with Fobn 15. 16. is into 
Chriſt by faith, and into his church' by a perſo- 
nal n of it; for, with the heart man be- 
lieveth utto ri g bteouſneſs , aid with the mouth toh- 
6 Mal ewes ation, Rom, 10.10. Bur” 
who are received into” the church prove 


if we comp: 


leſs, they wilt be' broken off, and taken away, 
while living branches che pred, ch that they may - 
bring es more to be the 


true nature, and tur fifteen Nekt of the ſha- 


berween” them; © but | the judaizing chriſtians 
were zealous ſtill to keep up a vilible diſtinftion 
between Fews by ature, and firmers of the Gett- 
tiles, and its influence was {ſo pernicious as to 
carry both Peter and Barnabas away with difh- 
mulation; Gal. 2. r1=-r;. which moved Paul to 
withſtand ther to the face. And he proceeds to 


| ſhew that all arc under the curſe of the broken 


law, till they ate by Chrift, and re- 


ceive the promiſe the Spirit through faith, which 
are the Meſſhhys v1 S__ that cif to come on 
the Gentiles. And he fays, © The ſeripture hath 
conchaded 4/77 under. fin, that the promiſe by 
pht be given to z7hem that. 
believe; and'1r ye be THEN are ye Abra- 
ham's ſeed, and heirs atrording 10 the promiſe, 
Gal: 3, 1r0,=14- 22. 29. 
Promiſe of what * Of remiffon of /ons, and the 
89 of the Holy " and 'as many of the Jews 


and 


upon Baptiſm. 5 


and -their children as were called, io as 
receive this word, 'were baptized and 
church, Atts a. 38—41. This' 13 the goſpet 


which was preached unto Abraham, before cir- 


cumcifion or other rites of the law were inſtitut- 
ed; and was now freely preached both to Jews 
and Gentiles, after thoſe rites were- aboliſhed ; 


and. I find not a word of any cleapmmgen in, : 
m 


tized, till they, profeſſed faith in that pro 
Yet you muſt needs go back to the jewiſh con+ 


ſtitution, and from — frame a plea. for: - 


bringing your houſhold upon your faith. | You; 


Sir, go back to the * federal holineſs” of the 


Old- T eſtament, to interpret the word holy» by, 

in,z Cor. 7. 14, P+ 59. Though that Qld-Tel- 
tament holinels is expreſsly given as a reaſonwhy 
they ſhould make no mgrriages with other nati- 
ons,/, Neut. 7. 3-6, - And the fame reaſon is 
given againſt eating unclean meats, Deut. 14: 
3—21; neither is there a whit- moare- of conſis 
tency or of juſtice, in going back to that church; 
for the meaning of the word holy in this text, than 
there. is for the meaning of the word /anfified un 
this, .and alſo in x2. Tim,” 4. 3—5: which both 
prove [that fort, of -holineſs to. be out of / date: 


by the way, I would not haye' you forget, : - 
that the reaſon why Abraham's ſeed might not be 


circumciſed till eight days old, was becauſe their 
mothers were «unclean leven days, Levit, 12 2: 3 


as all their males were to'be circumciſed 
ſoon 
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foon as they were clean; To, if any man of them 
was el-an-and notin a"journey at the appointed. 
feafon ofthe paſſever, -and 7orbore to keep it, e- 
ver the fame/fout ſhould be cut off from His 
people,' Numb.-g.510;' 13.' | So that though 
natural birth or purchaſe for money brought per- 
om into thar church, yet it is your miſtake in | 


poting they were circumciſed only. upon” a « 
j» right, Þ- a+ Perlonal' qualifications 
were required fo th ordinances; anda _ne- 
leEt'of either 07 them expoſed them to be cut off 
Goa that" church; but to- have circumciſed a 
child 'before he was eight days old would have 
been | a- tranſgreſſion; and f 't would to have 
offered a/ calf, lamb or kid, before that-age, be- 
cauſe God would have'nomdear thing offered to | 
himg Exod. 22/36. Levit 22. 27. As tothe ſpi- | 
ritual things which theſe were types of, in them 
I ſuppoſe we agree: And” fo-we do about the | 
manner of 2ating the paſſover; but for you to _ 
type and antitype together as you do, Þ. 56. is b-. 
not juſt.” Neither 1t4o for you to fay, we Fs 
cretlytake ir for granted, thar it'is'not a perfon's | 
finto remain in- unbelicf,” p. 58. ] hold as ful- 
ly-as you do, "that it was'a damning ſin'in every 
3 if he did not truly believe in the Meſſiah to 
come, who-is the ſubſtance of thoſe types ; and | 
then it muſt ſurely be an aggravated fin not to 
believe in him' that is come. © But how ſhort- | 
fghted are we | While you attempt to difcover 


my 


; npon -Baptijmn. 17 
my ſecret miſtake, you beg the whole, queſtion 
berween us, You ſay, ** The baptized” child of 
« atrue believer is, by God's appointment and the 
« parent's at, brought under the bond and ſeal 
« of the covenant,” .p, 61. This-1s all the quet- 
tion between us; only prove that it 15 God's ap- 
| pointment, and I will give up the diſpute in a mj- 
nute.  , Here the point turns.  _ | 
TI fully agree with you, that there is an eſſential 
difference between moral durics and pofinve: 1n- 
ſtirurions. .. Morality in all ages is in its nature / + 
as unmutable as the perfeCtions of the deity z but . 
inſtitutions of worſhip depend intirely upon his 
ſovereign will, and poſitive appointment, and I 
like well your deſcription of God's firſt forming 
| Abrabam's tamily into, church-ſtare, with cer- 
tain duties. and privileges annexed, which were 
to be thankfully. received, and, punCtually ob- 
ſeryed, : © until God ſhould pleaſe ro add rhere- 
«© to more rites and ceremonies, . or take them 
br” « all away,—and appoint new ones at pleaſure.” 
Now the lingle point between us'is, whether he 
| has taken away that . covenant which conſtituted 
that church, and appointed a Zetter covenant, - 
which is eſtabliſbed upon better promiſes ; or whe- 
ther the covenant is the ſame, and only changed 
into; difterent hands, with the. appointment of 
different ordinances, The apoſlle oble: ves that 
| - "the; firſt covenant had ordinances of divine” ſervice ; 
| but he does not confound ordinances and cove- 
C nant 


. 
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| er as yoa ſeem to do, p. 23. No, he 
keeps them diſtin& ; and fince he ſo often dif- 
Win; the covenants as well as ordinances, 
calling one O14, the other New ; the one firft, 
the other ſecond, and lays Chriſt taketh away the 
frlt, that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond, Heb. 9. 1. 
"and 10. 9. T ſhould think your evidence was 
Hardly ſufficient to-prove that a man © boaſts as 
| ho by way of eminence in the cauſe of God,” 
if he did uſe ſome © peremptory airs,” p. 67. in 
afſerting -that, old and new, and /econd are 
Not hs ſame! Eipecially when the fr muſt be 
taken away in order to eftablifſh the ſecond ! 
_ You allow'ſome of the babtiſts to be © very 
« judicious Chriſtians in other yet think 
- <« that in this particular (about children's being 
«in covenant) one and all of them may juſtly 
< be termed near-fighted people,” p. f, If 
ſo, then I am that you' happened to be fo 
much troubled/with the ſame amity, as not to 
_ fee, that though I Tuppoed the principle of hold- 
ent children to be Þorn'in the covenant of grace 
to a crying peace, peace, when there was no 
peace, yet that I expreſsly Taid in my 66. page, 
T was farisfied Mr. F. did not commonly 
reach} ons in fuch a way : Had you but ſeen 


that, it 'might have prevented your IOC | 
of me, as though 1 ſuch gry po 
"-all Parectts; who praCtiſe infant bapti ivr 


_ diftinion, p. 64. But it ſeems a Fietle aps] 
a dic, 


able, that, while. you are trying to clear the prin- : 
ciple of that language, by laying, « When we a& =: 


"8; 
” 
4 F, 


«* up to our principles, we areſo far from crying 


** peace, peace, to our baptized children, that _ 
« we cry, wrath ! wrath !—if they go on 1n fin,” _ 


—_ —- 


. 65. Yet you can't get but three pages forward 
1g you call them © the little children. of 
* God's gracious covenant.” And how near 
was your ;M 


« is no mention made of infants, yet houſholds 


« include infants, and that is /afficzent for our 54 
« purpoſe ?” p. 5x: What! did you never ſee *! 


a houſhold wi an infant in it ? If you have, 


your argument is like that of the miniſter of - . 
Harwinton, -which you juſtly obſerve in your let- - 


W 
<0 \.'- 


ter to him, p. 23. was no more concluſive, than 


truly tell him that he. was not over- 
he did not fee this to be the nature of his argu- 
ment. | 


And, my friend, how ſharp was you, to ſup-. 


ſe you could 


Wy 


the family, and there is not the leaſt mention of 


d infants in Lydia's houſe ? 


her ever having either huſband or child. , Again * 


how near was your ſight, that you could not fee 


 . thatthere is juſt the ſame proct chas all the gaol- 
ers houſe were taught and believed, as there is 
_ that +, 


upen Baptiſm. Ig ? 


4 
= 
4 © 


he when you ſaid, © although there / 


4p? 
af 7) 


4 


to argue, that it a man has got money, he has cer- 'Þ 

tainly got gold, tho* it is well known that the *: 

word includes copper as really as gold ; and you _. 
ſharp,” if. | 


hen by the book ſhe appears to be the head of ' 
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that al! were baptized ? As 16. 15. 32-34, 409, 
And how ſharp was you at reckoning figures, 
when you concluded that the 8 fouls in 1 Pet. 3. 
21. amounted to a proof for a © houſholder to 
« bring his children to baptiſmal printing ?” 
P. KEE Noah had brought his wife, and his 
ſons and their wives, ' in his arms to be ſprinkled 
with rain ! Whereas the ſacred record lnforrts us, 
that they all went into the ark, as God had com- 
manded Noah, and the Lord ſhut him in, where 
they were covered from the rain, and /aved thro? 
the flogd, Gen. 7. 7—16, | 

Once more, how careful was you to ſee that 
your words and ideas went together, in your at- 
tempt to put down my pride ? * As I had wrote 
three'or fgur times on this controverſy without 
being anſwered, you repreſent me as conceiting I 
&« had ſtruck all with ſuch intimidating fear, that 
« there was no one ftripling left who dare 'en- 
« counter with this great Goliah, that has beerl 
« theſe ſeveral times defying one branch of the 
«army of the living God, viz. the little child- 
& ren of his gracious covenant,” p. 68. I have 
been deeply ſenſible theſe many years that pride 
1s as bad an enemy as any I have to conflict with 
and would gladly improve your help as welb as 
others to keep him down ; but have T been defy- 
ing-infants ! I had no fuch thought, The fir! 
piece I wrote on this ſubjeft was the ſermo 


"which you-* * now paſſed over without any 
| -nrrections ; 
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correftions ; and” at different times ſince I have + 
' attempted to point out the miſtakes of three 
miniſters ; and is this defying infants? And as - 
e impartial public ' 


to pride, I can freely leave » 
to pidge berween'this ſfuppoted Goliah, and the 


firipling who has ventured out againſt him, buthas 
failed ſo much as to the ſkillthe conceited he had; 


that inſtead of 'a real perſon, "all his artillery is 
diſcharged at a man of ſtraw of his own: making. 
For 1 folemnly declare, T know of no man on 
earth who holds, * That the jewiſh church was. 
* formed by God _ the covenant” of works.? 
Yet your whole boo 


your own brain. 

Bur, my friehd, 1t 1s-too late in the day to 
make a jelt of theſe matters. I muſt come to 
deal yet more ſeriouſly with you. You begin 
and end your lettef with exprefſions_ of reſpedt 
to me, and tell me, you * truſt you fay it truly, 
* without nauſeous fawning, or criminalflattery? 
yet, in the ſpace between, you have covered my 


ſentiments with a falſe dreis, without attending }. 
to my explanation of them, and'then you have - 
not only compared me to proud Gohah, but have 
alſo accuſed me with great ambiguity, which-you 


ſay-to you is very probable I *© uſe with de/fien, 
p. 66, If this be nor what the ſcripture calls a 


Jpeaking wickedly for God, I know not what 1s; 


yer ' > the baptiſts has 


banded. 
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1s directed againſt ſuch an 
one, which therefore muſt be only a creature of 
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handed down by tradition evzr ſince Lather's 
. Tho! while I deal thus plainly with you 
for your faults, { _ by no means fi to 
ve you credit, for your guarding againit an- 
at branch of deceitful DiloTorkn tha has 
been practiſed as long as the other : Which is the 
JIE Bhs: og of men, as a teſt to 
ide what is the truth of God. This has 
moved many to violate the rule of truth and 
equity, 1n order to keep up a bad character of 
the baptiſts, and a good one of their opponents, 
and many. of our baptiſts fathers in this land, 
have negleCted to do juſtice to themſelves, and 
to poſterity, by detect thoſe evils; and the 
ſore trials and /i/tings that I endured by ſuch 
means, with the- autharity of that command, 
When thou art converted firengthen thy brethren, 
have, if I know my heart, been the. chief mo- 
tives to all T have written onthis ſubject. I lay, 
I would 'not forget this, cautiouſneſs that .you 
have ſhewn, - p.. 64. which your friend F. did 
ndt 


And tho' you ſy my mind is © natrow- 
* ed up with rigid ſuperſtition,” * becauſe I hold 
that Chriſt has not only appointed the ordinance 
of baptiſm ; .but alſo the manner of i” ade 
| | ration, 


« Superſtition is the having our frar toward God inſlu- 


enced by the precepts of men, 1 of his commands ; and 
as baptiſm is the duty of every believer, have you not re- 
fl apon him in faying, * His word has revealed this 


= 


upon Baptiſm. 27 7 


ſtration, ſo that when men have done H—— » 9h 
elſe under that name, it is not_the thing which -. 
he commanded yet I am fully fenfible that 1 7 
never enjoyed ſo much freedom from a narrow "ie 
id temper, as I have fince my preſent ER. 
liſhment ; and never was more fi 
than I am now, of the real piety an to mind ;þ ; 
uſefulneſs of many br riſts, both | in former ' |: 
and latter times ; m Qt erefore I would ever = 
reſpect and wet ut I hope never to give up % 
the truth'for any man. , 
q 
- 


One thing more I muſt beg your aftetition ro, 
and I ſhall conclude, which 1s this ; we are none - 
of us willing to be thought fond of controverſy ; | 3. 


you 4 

—_ more darkly than ſome others?” p. 7. When in. - 

the ſcriptures are (o light, that all ati 2 6's wi 4 
En hr ng to. darken them, ſo but 
you and all are forced to allow, that ipping 1» 
yet now you call me rigid and ſupe 
cannot aJlow /priniling to be g1 when I cannot 
one text in the bidle ro- ſupport ſuch a 
au a to the of injuring 
a noted phy in our nation, 
, ſays, * 1 cannot fa 
Y err have come ie ach di \renes 
* tians, when commanded 
© ever was, ander the dirion of Cor' 
© choſen people, and perpetuated to ay 
* bapti/m, by the ſame ſpirit, who, ane + 
* this, as in thing elſe that emporal and « 
© eternal felicity of his "creatnrgs, combines their a with 7 
* their eternal Pappincfe Dr. Cheyne's eflay of health and | 
long life, p. 100. 101. 
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ou ſay,* Iam far from defiring to continue it/ 

ut how ſhall we prevent its continuance?  You- 
own | we have not © attended directly to my plan, 
© and the ground-work thereaf,* yet tell me that 
if 1. don't attend direfly to yours, you ſhall look 
upon-4t 1impertinent, p. 71. and who diſcovers 
moſt pride here ? The want of attending to my 

lan has cauſed you to abuſe your brethren as-you 
nh done ; ; and it I write again, I ſhall, accord- * 
ing to: your notion, give another proof of being 
a proud, contentious perſon; yet if. I do not, 
even honeſt people, who have no better means of 
information than your writings, . will: be apt..to 
think the people called baptilts are ſuch, abſurd 
creatures as to hold, that there was only the ſha- 
dow of a church in the Old-Teſtament, and that 
 thentrue church never had exiſtence till- the 
goſpel-day:* I ſay, they will be apt tothink"fo 
of the whole denomination ; for your reproach, 
as Eſther ſaid of Haman's decree, is laid againſt 
. all my people. to which you add an infinuation of 
c ne ambiguity,” in my defence of this 
cauſe: Than which, what could you have ſaid: 
worle of- an honeſt. man ? And which-a due at- 
tention to what I have wrote would doubtleſs have 
| ted, And muſt; this ſword devour for- 
"ever ? Tt will furely be bitterneſs in the latter end. 
One method however occurs to my mind, which 
. I think to-take, to try to draw you out of your 

entrenchment- under the language of tradition, 


and 


upon Baptiſm. 25% 
and to prevent-any further complaint of my try=- 
ing to hi.le ny ſentiments. 1 believe that Abra-Z# 
ham was born a+ others are, under a broken law, Fo : 
and that the goſpel of ſalvation through _ feed, [Ev 
which is Chriſt, was preached to him, an'l that.he » 
believed therein to his ju(tification and ſalvation, £ 
which was the covenant confirmed of God in Chriſt, 7; 
that the law cou!d not diſannul, Gal. 3. 8.16. 17, 
BuclI declare boldly, that neither his firſt nor his * 
ſecond birth gave him any right to. circumciſe 7 
cither himſelf or his ſeed. All che right he had to 
do that, was by a poſitive inſtitution many years © 
after, by a covenant which formed his bouſbeldin- ©: 
to a church, with circumciſion for the token of 2; þ 
their memberſhip, from whence the Holy Ghoſt +} \ 
calls it The Covenant of Circumciſion, At. 7.8. 4 
but never the covenant of grace. I believe that t:*. 
the choice of that nation, for God's only viſible 7 
church in the-world, was a' type of the. boly na- 
tion, * of his ele& among all” nations, and = 
that the circumciſion of all who were, either $ 
by birth or purchaſe, incorporated into [that ** 
church, was a type of Chriſt's ſhedding his. blood ** 
to-purchaſe his choſen, and of their regeneration, >*. 
by his grace” # And when Chriſt by his death 
aboliſhed circumciſion, he alſo ck away the co--þ. 
venant which it was a token of, and made'a new = 
covenant with Abraham's believing children, not <:;; 
according fo mpg covenant he made with their fa- . :; 
| D Irs. Sx 
® Pot. 2. 9. + Rom. 2. 29. Phil. 3. 4 Cob th © 
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thers.” He did not caft away his people which be 

z no, they were 'betore in his covenant, 
but riow he made a mew covenant with them 
which broke off all Abraham's unbelieving poſte- 


, and grafted in the 
4 A yows . Thus be mk boys. 
ehvreh-ſtate of the $f "Cott; *: nc "og 


-pointed the ordinance of baptiſm-as a token of 
memberſhip therein, 'and ordered his miniſters 
| bs ddeniiniſtcr the fame to ſuch, and only ' ſuch, 
as made a credible- profeſſion of the new-birth, 
and of faving faith in Jefus Chriſt. + And as 
natural generation "brought perſons into Abra- 
ham's covenant, which is called everlaſting, ſo the 
natural poſterity of Aaron, and-none but they, . 
wefe appointed by a like everlafting* tovenant to 
* miniſter at God's altar in that church,” + both 
of which were of the lively 
Fefthood, of which Chriſt's 
Pet. 2. 5. Therefore I c 


From the vine oracles, to entitle "the natural 


. . 
— + An wy, _ —_— 
"Y w 


e 

| pirinal jen 
allenge you and all 

n earth, to ſhew, if you can;any evidence 


ring * of believers to bapti 
onally profeſs faith in Ch 
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there 1s to confine. the goſpel miniſtry. to chil | 
dren of miniſters. { 

This-15 the. plan I am upon, and. this is. my - 
4eſtimony, and if you or any other can ſhew 
part of it  to,, be «contrary to truth, do, it F- 
means; but if any-accuſe me.of knowingly ho 
ing any thing contrary; hereto, they in chat 
join: with the. old :accuſer of the. brethren, lee” 
them otherwiſe. be ever fo pious: And Gag 
moſt unworthily) I. hope to. overcome th 
by the blood = the lamb, and by/a cloſe adhe- 
.rence-to the. teſtimony of truth, - even unto Fi 
oeneh, If you call this boaſting, ygu have com- »: 
ed me ;z and'lt is only a hope of putting ſome 5; 
ap to the fare. of contention, which abounds * —= 
more in your part of the country than ours, con- ': , 
cerning the covenant and a right to ordinances ; of 
or at leaſt a ſtap-to my concern therein, as Mas (- $ 
hegught me to this length. . 

Some would lay the blame of theſe contentions 
t9 thoſe called new-lights, ſome to the ſcparates, ; 
and, ochers to baptiſts .; but..my opinion, 38, 7? 
-that the' power of the goſpel was the firſt means 7 
of breaking up the carnal peace. which gur land F 
was ſettled intog by which great- members... were - 

Curt F 
= — ITC F- \ enaad <p; 
| "y I find he. apoſtle _ 6-w of this very argument, to 


prove to the Hebrews, that Jeſus bas Giſannalled 5-50 
monial law, of which circumciſion was a part, and has in« , 


troduced a berrer tefleement, @ better covenant than that whic 
the Jewiſh church ſtood in, Heb. 7, 18, 32 and 8. 6.” tf 
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cut'off- from nature's. ſtock, and 
Chriſt, _ Yet many of them flocked into church» 
es+ which were; very. much blended with the 
world. - And thoſe who knew what they were 
doing in -the ſeparation, came our to - have "the 
church a diſtin body from the world, and I ſup- 
poſe they all, to a man, teſtified againſt whar is 


called the 'halt-way covenant 3 though moſt of - 


them - did\ not {ee that they only ſtruck at the 


branches; and” not at-the root of that evil, while / 


they-ſtill applicd the roken of the goſpel cove- 
nant-to infants, - which had no other: birth chan 
that which brings us all into this world. And 


when ſome-of us were convinced of this, and a&- 


ed accordingly, - Mr.-F's letter, and-yours, will 
ſhew how we have been treated by our brethren: 
And lately this controverſy has appeared; and is 
carried to a great height, among thoſe called 
miniſters, 4:7 59 4: #354, hd 
lamy has written. a number of times 


Dr. 


againſt the half-way - covenant, and has taken 


s to ſhew that the covenant which is 


much pai 
-pleewecd, implies a profcflion” of ſaving 


grace z and therefore, that if the "perſon; who 
makes-the profeſſion has no grace, his profeſſion 


1s a lie, But many have tried to avoid this con- 


| CROO - At l-ngth Mr, Moſes Mather pub. 


a" parrphlet, to prove that the viſible 


church | is in” covenant with God, according to_ 
Abraham's convenant, and conlequently that all 


» wha 


ed- ifits 


w = ” 
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grace and ſalvation, ©: 
80 pages, and: becauſe Mr. 'M. left the word 
grace 'out of his- deſcription: of the external co» 
venant, he charges him with . «<.giving-up-the 
Dick 


'**« grounds,” on which: Meſſicurs: , 


Clark and Boſtwick, vindicated intant. baptiſmy $ 


And- the Dr. repreſents Mr. M's covenant'to 


be'ſo void of any privilege thathe-ſays;-*- +. He 
« has no right, upob-his ſcheme, to the apoſts 
« ;anſwer in Rom? 9..1. 2: 'Forg as'tothe: oracles 


«© of God; which he: claims for one of the chief 4 


«. privileges of his-external covenant; he" will 
5 grant, that they are common to the unbap- 
« ized, -i. e. the unbaptized have as' good a 
*« right to read and hear the word of :God, as the 
baptized: have ;/ and as good a Tight to believe 


«.and embrace :the"\ goſpel. - For, ''by Chriſt's - - 


« laft commiſſion, ube goſpel is to be preached to 
« all nations ; yea, to every creature: And that, 
« previous to, and in” order to prepare men for 
*« baptiſm, - Mar; 16. 15. 16; So thar; there” is 
© northe leaft need of being in his-external co- 
« venant, in order to have as good a Tight to 
&« hear and believe, and be juſtified by the goſpel, 
* as any man on earth has : Fer there 1s no dif- 

ference, 
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$ Dr. Bellamy” firſt piece againſt Mr. Mather, page 9. 
*"Page 75. | | ae 


— 
who are in covenant'ought to bein theuſe of all *':- 


the means and ordinances of it, in order.to obtain | 
ainſt this the Dr.-wrote :: 


Ws 


FT ECIRERTY on 
'Mr. M. has publiſhed a reply, in which he 


ſays, **' Tt is (evi "that it is not from the' 
*% covenant of grace. ; taken, Sur from a' 

* particular poſitive vnfication thar” the vilible 
* chart dertves'irs being. Ir is the covenant 
« that compoſeth, and unites the { 
«members of C ſpiricual body, bur the vi 


«'fibe body of Chriſt is com mpoſed,” Ad | 
An 


<©by # Grdiculh inſtirution.? d he chai 
the door with **ufing "the argument of 
tifts,” becauſe he does not oe 

iftin 4 } Thus a frighrful name that fa; 
fy has impoſed u - heves ttt -party ; 
their turn, in oy roomgf argument, though of- 
. {en to the injury of trut FE or it is not truth to 
we db not obſerve Ks diſtintion. And 

w they both” try"to ſupport ther ſentiments 
by Abratm' $ covenant, yet neither of them dare- 
att-up to it. For Mr. M. who goes "cheſ 


you "oy But 
ty that you mention, 'p7 "26, 
is yg on 74 offsp . ng, which life 
+. and”then profefs 
Shak ws Fog 2. Tia. : — 
we Te Dr: knows, 'by the two lat texts he ues, 
apoſtles - were ab in "their firſt evcrndid6;” 6s 
| homes to none but ſfach-as were in Abraham's codanit' 
thetr laſt, they were cominanted toycach'a[l n; 
and how great a differenco'ietween the covenants 
"Gilbover © {46> os 44 
1 Mr. Mather”s ſecond'pece on the covenant, b rogrta 
New-Haven mtr oe oh 


their children, 1 traſt Iprize them-as much as 
| their order, 
the ſpi! 


and 
name, and draBy'g with t 
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3%. A Reply to. Mr. Holly. 


theſt, obſerves, that, Abraham's covenant, ag-it 
renewed in Deut. 29. took 1n all that na- 
tion, whet!r preſent or abſent, and was extended 
«even to-ſuct 2, no con/ent to it was not ſo 
«much as aſked.” $ Yet as to our. times he 
ſays, SE lied an al hands, that it is an 
* mt profeſſion, confirmed with. the ap- 
« pointed ſeal any which a man is made a mem- 
« ber of, the viſible church.” q_ Thusg%he 
-appears to. know, that  the+ covenant now - is 
not. the ſame that the Jewiſh church . ſtood 
in, and yet. you all will plead that *tis the ſane. 
We Know as well as that gentleman, that the 
| » gentiles 


—— _ ——— —_— 
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& P z, | Pa What this fon is. he 
leaves 1 T hs dark, in "9 chiefly on nfs 5 that 


it cannot be a profeſſion of ſaving grace; and afſerts that 
the nlp pofible rnchid of ateBing « viſible church in that 
way, muſt be by covenan upon an ab/oluts certainty, p. 
$2. This is a plea they Grell much upon ; though you 
cul obſezve tothe miniſter of Harwinton, tha *ris full as 
uch againſt them as us; for 'tis as much the divine preroga- 
gent ws a man has moral fincerity, and 
eculative faith, when prone ie, 96 3 i940 kyow gap 
WF fincerity, Wy Ling faith when by gralbite 

th And as to a certainty of our own ſtate, Mr. Edwards 
againſt Mr. | Williams, goes much further ; for he proves it 
65 ſn 4, mae ab Stoddard, and with proceftants in 


<hpdhr doipiag of the prove bein "nd 


if 7 Ts OP: 
ing ng lc þ 


FEA 


» 


apti 
fo Che Pw 27 Chal wes 
were bee x being under 4 former diſpen 
tion z yet for him to > ſay as he does, that «© There |! 
« 7s not the leaſt hint in all the apoſtles-writings, 
* that it was a mew church,” is direftly againſt 
the other text that he brings, which fays, Chriſt 
has 2boh/bed thoſe Jewiſh laws and ordinances, 
for.to make in himſelf of twain one new man. 
2. 13—15. and 2. 6. The body is the 
ſame that exiſted under the types ; but a mew 
rdvenant, a new polive inftitution of a church- 
Kate, is made with them not according to that 
made with their fathers. And I have no hope 


of their ever bringing this controverſy to an end, 


till they will come t6 allow, that the apoſtles 


knew as well how to expreſs their own meaning, 


as any. now do how to expreſs it for them. 


And as I have heads Jao4ec chat both the |: 
Aaron, were types of | 


the houſhold of Ged, whercof the colpel- church 1s + 
conſtituted ; and as none . might miniſter ar, or ' 


houſe of Abraham, and o 


partake with the altar, but Aaron's poſterity, and 


the apoſtle ſays of-gofpel-believers, we have an. 


altar whereof they have no right to eat, who ſerve 


the tabernacle, Heb. 13. 10. I leave you to. 
conſider what you are doing, while you claim a ;; 
right to bring your children to a goſpel-ordinance |; 


upon Abraham's covenant, and yet pay no re- 
E gard 


would only exclude the goudting Chriſtian, till he attained 
aſſurance ; while it lays a certain bar againft every _—_ 
nerate perſon under heaven, till ke is ſavingly enligh 
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34 A ROGT00 Mr. THouy, 

d to Aaron's coyenant, which yas equall 
rontiliee, and much more ſtrict ; pp ad. 
mitted of proſelytes, while the other did not. 
| And if thoſe who ſerved the tabernacle, aw} > 
to the type, when the antitype was come, , 
no right to goſpel-privileges, what are 
ing who will blend type and wha: (1 
even to this day ? I never yet coul 
dire&t anſwer to this queſtion, either fr 
ed or unlearned, and it you, fir, can give h 


ing one, you will much oblige your 
friend. 


Ti 
TY 


» 


ISAAC BACKUS, 


MippLEBOROUGH, Fan, 28, 1773. 
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P. RG RES EL 
For printing, by SUBSCRIPTION, -: 


COncrrnig the materials, the manner of build- ;. 
the power of organizing of the church ; « 
£Chriſt ; ith the true difference, and exa&t |} 
s between civil and eccleſiaſtical govern» | 
| ents 7 and alſo, what are, and what are not : 
grounds of ſeparation from a church : To- | : 
her with an addreſs to Josxpn Fisn, |: 


© A. M. Paſtor of a church in Stonington, 0c- | 
 eafioned by his late piece, called F 
= EXAMINER EXAMINED. 
Dy I 8#1GCaBb ACKU Ss, 
Paſtor of a thurch MriDDLrEBOROUGH: 
Deſigned to corre&t what has been amiſs in the 
author and his brethren, as well as their oppo- F 
nants, and to point out the way, wherein we 
ſhould go. Y 
CONDI T 1 O N58; ; 
It is ſuppoſed that this work will contain more 
than one hundred pages in oftuyo; to be well. 
printed, for 15.. 6d. a piece, with a ſeventh 
gratis to thoſe who ſubſcribe for ſix. 


*.* Subſcriptions are taken in by the printer 
hereof, and by Mr. Thomas Green in Newport, . * 
by Mr. Philip Freeman in Beffon, and by the au- 
thor. As ſoon as ſufficient encouragement appears, 
it will be printed with care and deſpatch. 

Thoſe who deſire it may have this, and the au- 
thor's former piece, againſt Mr. Fiſh, hound to- 
gether, for three piſtareens. 
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